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The President's Cancer Panel

National Cancer Institute

6116 Executive Boulevard

Suite 212, MSC 8349

Bethesda, MD 20814-8439
USA
24th January, 2009

Dear Presidents Cancer Panel,

I am writing in order to submit comments to the President's Cancer Panel as part of the Panel's "data/information gathering process" which will be reviewed and taken into consideration when the final report is written on electromagnetic fields and submitted to President-elect Obama. 

I am a trustee for the UK charity the EM Radiation Research Trust www.radiationresearch.org The Radiation Research Trust (RRT) are leading supporters of the precautionary approach to Electromagnetic Radiation (EMR).

The Board of Trustees are Mike Bell, Eileen O’Connor, Brian Stein, Graham Philips, Dr Gerard Hyland, Dr Ian Gibson MP, Dr Caroline Lucas MEP, Andrew Mitchell MP and Willie Rennie MP.

Barack Obama recently said that science is about ensuring that facts and evidence are never twisted or obscured by politics or ideology. It's about listening to what our scientists have to say, even when it's inconvenient – especially when it's inconvenient. Report by Geoff Lean, the UK Independent on Sunday 21 December 2008. 

The Radiation Research Trust (RRT) truly appreciates this new and honest approach towards science and politics by Barack Obama which is in line with our attitude towards science and policy in favour of protecting public health and the environment.

The rapid growth rate of mobile phones, phone masts and wireless communication systems, alongside various reports of possible adverse effects on health, has caused increased concern around the world over the potential effect of electromagnetic pollution on health and the environment. At present the technology is being increasingly used with almost no effective precautionary advice to the public and urgent guidance is needed in order to alert the public and especially our children.
Seven Years ago, I was diagnosed with breast cancer at the age of 38. It was during my treatment, I discovered that I was living in one of the many cancer clusters around phone masts worldwide. Since surviving breast cancer I have been on a voyage of discovery and have campaigned for many years lobbying the UK and European Parliament in order to encourage the authorities to adopt the precautionary approach for wireless technology. I have provided verbal and written evidence at many Inquires in the UK and Europe including the House of Commons, UK Health Protection Agency, WHO, the European Parliament in Brussels and the Liverpool and Birmingham City Council Inquiries into phone masts.  

For further details please see enclosed PowerPoint presentations:

EMF Discussion Group, UK Health Protection Agency - 16th October, 2006

Eileen O'Connor - Report on base stations and health concerns paper: http://www.radiationresearch.org/pdfs/20061101_base_stations_health_concerns.pdf 
And PowerPoint presentation http://www.radiationresearch.org/pdfs/20061016_hpa_eileen.pdf  
The Royal Society, London, Emergency Conference on Human Health in an Electro-technological World - 27th November, 2007  

Eileen O’Connor’s personal story: http://www.radiationresearch.org/pdfs/eileen_my_story.pdf 

A resolution was proposed in favour of an urgent review of the present ICNIRP guidelines which scientists and other delegates considered to be out of date and not reflective of the huge spread of the new technologies in the last 10 years.

The UK adopted the guidelines set by the International Commission on Non-Ionising Radiation Protection ‘ICNIRP’. However, the ICNIRP standard does not offer any form of protection other than from the heating effects of microwave radiation ‘shocks and burns’. In other words ICNIRP only protects your body from properties of high levels of elevated temperatures. A very substantial body of peer reviewed science clearly shows many biological changes have already happened before heating takes place. Plus ICNIRP does not cover long term exposure.  The Russians, Chinese, Switzerland as well as at least nine EU Member States have rejected the ICNIRP standards and are concerned about the biological effects.  
The Ministry of Chinese Health revealed that in the last ten years studies on radiation similar to that emitted by the mobile phone industry have shown a majority of results are showing biological effects.  Out of 154 studies, 88 or 57% have shown biological effects such as cancer, genetic molecular and cellular changes, electro physiology effects, behaviour changes etc. in a survey by Dr Henry Lai, Washington University, Seattle 2003.  It said that the amount of evidence for biological effects and the characteristics of these are so alarming, that all efforts should be dedicated to find a way to minimize these effects.  

 

China held an International Conference September 2005 in order to discuss and establish Asian Commission on Non-Ionizing Radiation Protection (ACNIRP).  Research scientists have found that relatively low-level of RF (radio-frequency) radiation can lead to DNA breaks.
Most citizens, especially young people use a mobile phone and wifi despite continuing uncertainties about the possible health risks while dispute within the scientific community regarding the potential health risks arising from electromagnetic fields has intensified.  The Precautionary approach is therefore urgently warranted.

Toronto's Department of Public Health has advised that children under eight should only use mobiles in emergencies and teenagers should limit calls to less than 10 minutes. The Russian Ministry of Health says that young people under 18 should not use the devices, and Israel's Health Ministry has also advised caution.  Recently the French Government and Finnish governmental authority for the Radiation and Nuclear Safety Authority (STUK) recommended restricting the use of mobile phones by children. 

It is estimated that up to 2 million people living in the UK are suffering with a condition known as electrosensitivity (EHS) due to the exposure to electromagnetic fields and need to keep their distance from electric devices.  Society currently discriminates against Electrohypersensitive (EHS) people who are often forced to live out their lives in pain, enforced poverty and isolation, by encouraging the proliferation of wireless devices, society has created an invisible under-class who are denied the opportunities available to everyone else.  ES victims are often unable to use their talents and capabilities to earn a living through denial of access to transport and places most people take for granted.  With other forms of disability, society has taken the view that such a situation is unacceptable and as legislated to ensure equal access and equal opportunity.  Sweden's recognition of people who suffer EHS fall within a proper definition of disability, therefore the condition is officially recognised as a functional impairment, when being in contact with EMF sources which can include mobile phones, wifi and phone masts.  EHS people in all countries need to be offered the same levels of protection. 
In order to address this issue on the 8th & 9th September, 2008 the Radiation Research Trust organised a major conference which was entitled ‘Electromagnetic fields and health – a global issue’ and took place at the Royal Society, London and was attended by a number of highly prominent speakers. These included speakers from world establishments such as ICNIRP, WHO, RNCNIRP and national bodies such as the UK Health Protection Agency and the MTHR. They were joined by scientists, politicians, lawyers and concerned citizens, each offering differing viewpoints in order to encourage discussion around risk assessment, precautionary measures, social policy and areas where further research is required. This was the first time that such a conference was organised to include experts from both sides of the health debate.  The event did not receive any financial support from Government or Industry and was funded by public donations.

The conference produced a number of informative presentations on a wide variety of issues related to electromagnetic radiation. Topics covered included the effects of mobile phone base stations, brain tumour studies, studies on electro-sensitivity and electromagnetic fields effects on animals and humans. http://www.radiationresearch.org/conference/index.asp 
The conference attracted an incredible amount of news around the globe.  Attention focused on Lennart Hardell, Professor of Department of Oncology, University Hospital, Orebro, Sweden and the Swedish team’s research indicating children and teenagers are five times more likely to get brain cancer if they use mobile phones. I would like to draw your attention to direct quotes with regards to brain tumours and children taken from some of the PowerPoint presentations from Professor Hardell, Professor Yury Grigoriev and Dr. David Carpenter.

Professor Lennart Hardell concluded his presentation saying: “there is a consistent pattern of increased risk for acoustic neuroma & glioma after 10 years ipsilateral mobile phone use.  Current standard for exposure to microwaves during mobile phone use is not safe for long term tumour risks and needs to be revised.” 

David O. Carpenter, M.D, Institute for Health and the Environment, University at Albany & Co-Author of the Bioinititive Report.  He also gave evidence at the USA Congressional hearing September 2008 and presented at the Radiation Research Trust Conference in London and said “Swedish studies show elevated brain cancer & acoustic neuromas in individuals using a mobile phone for 10 + years.  Israeli studies show parotid gland cancers in heavy mobile phone users.  There is overwhelming evidence that in general children are more vulnerable than adults to environmental exposures.  Unfortunately children are major users of all phones in today’s culture.”

Professor Yury GRIGORIEV, Chairman of the Russian National Committee on Non-Ionizing Radiation Protection, Russia.  Professor Grigoriev gave a powerful presentation with regards to children.   He said:   “The potential risk to children’s health is very high and a completely new problem. Use of mobile phones for those under 18 or pregnant should be restricted.  Children have a unique vulnerability as they grow and develop; there are “windows of susceptibility” periods when their organs and systems may be particularly sensitive to the effect of certain environmental threats.  The existing standards cannot guarantee the safe, healthy development of the next generation.”

Paolo Vecchia, Chairman for ICNIRP presented at the Radiation Research Trust conference in September, 2008 and said “the ICNIRP guidelines are not mandatory prescriptions for safety, the “last word” on the issue or defensive walls for Industry or others.”  This statement makes it clear that the guidelines decision is political. 
Governments need to demand a solution whereby the limit values would be regularly adjusted while searching for ways to negate or reduce the pulsating and amplitude modulation of the information carrier frequencies. 
ICNIRP, WHO and officials should be encouraged to engage with all stakeholders rather than only appointing scientists who are willing to promote the science in favour of industry.  The time has come for more transparency and open to dialogue especially as standard setting is ultimately based on political decisions.   

The European Parliament MEPs are listening to the public and advice from the Bio-Initiative report http://www.bioinitiative.org  In September, MEPs voted 522 to 16 to urge ministers across Europe to bring in stricter radiation limits and said: "The limits on exposure to electromagnetic fields [EMFs] which have been set for the general public are obsolete." 

The European Parliament "is greatly concerned at the Bio-Initiative international report concerning EMFs, which summarises over 1500 studies on that topic and which points in its conclusions to the health risks posed by emissions from mobile-telephony devices such as mobile telephones, UMTS, WiFi, WiMax and Bluetooth, and also DECT landline telephones”. 
The constitutional court in Brussels also recently dismissed the phone companies and government appeals in order to avoid the risk of irreversible damage to the environment and public health.  This is a step in the right direction however; this subject cannot be closed as suggested by the Minister as 3 V/m may not go far enough based on many scientific reports including Salford and Persson's most recent paper showing that it is the lowest exposure levels do the most damage to the blood-brain barrier, their important findings reported that the weakest fields are the most biologically harmful, bystanders in the vicinity of mobile phone users may be affected through a passive GSM exposure, as well as larger groups exposed from distant base-stations. The researchers found the most albumin-active power density levels at around 190m away from base stations, and about 1.85m away from a phone in use.  For more information go to: http://www.powerwatch.org.uk/news/20081113_blood_brain_barrier.asp    

I am due to present at the workshop on EMF and Health: Science and Policy to address public concerns  at the European Commission in Brussels on 11 – 12 February, 2009 the title of my presentation is “why people are worried about EMF: a UK perspective”. Please let me know if you would like to receive a copy of my PowerPoint presentation?  

For further details or to register for the workshop go to: http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_risk/ev_20090211_en.htm  
Recommendations

1)  Call for a new research effort to study the effects of microwave and electrical pollution on wildlife, birds, bees and the ecosystem and in particular to address climate change while trying to find a safer way forward.
2)  Industry should not be allowed to market their products to children and warning labelling on mobile phones are very important. 

3)  Call for independent regulation and carry out regular audits on emf emissions. 

4)  Wifi should not be allowed in schools.  Schools need to provide safe environments for all children, irrespective of their susceptibilities to different diseases or genetic make ups. Children deserve a safe environment   

to learn, play, develop and thrive. Many households now use some form of mobile or wireless technology, and this is their choice. Others have chosen not to use wireless technologies where there are wired alternatives. In school children have no choice about their exposure. Schools therefore have a responsibility to provide a safe environment for all children whilst in their care. For more information go to:  http://wifiinschools.org.uk  

5)   Review research from the Bio-initiative scientists and listen to the EU recommendations calling for stricter safety limits. 
6)  Search for solutions to negate or reduce the pulsating and amplitude modulation of the information carrier frequencies. 
   

7)  Sweden's recognition of people who suffer EHS fall within a proper definition of disability, therefore the condition is officially recognised as a functional impairment, when being in contact with EMF sources which can include mobile phones, wifi and phone masts. Call for protecting vulnerable members of society throughout the world following the UN 22 Standard Rules on equal opportunities for people with disabilities.

  

8)  Follow the precautionary approach by urgently calling stakeholders together to set new biologically based guidelines in order to avoid the risk of irreversible damage to the environment and public health.  Call to ICNIRP, WHO etc to be more transparent and open to dialogue with all stakeholders since standard setting is ultimately based on political decisions.   

9)  Alert the public to the possible dangers via an international media campaign via public health officials and the media.

10) Call for the immediate publication of the INTERPHONE studies which have been postponed since 2006, the purpose of this international epidemiological study being to establish whether there is a link between use of mobile phones and certain types of cancer, including brain, auditory nerve, and parotid gland tumours.
We need to find a way of moving on from stating opposing views to find a way of understanding and reconciling them.  The RRT conference was the starting point and we hope that we can continue from here. Everyone has stated their positions and we now need to see where we can find common ground and promote this while the differences are discussed in a calm and thoughtful environment. We need to urgently encourage a small group of influential moderates to come together, in order to move the issue forward as a matter of urgency.
 

Thank you for providing me with an opportunity to send information to the President’s Cancer Panel. 
Yours sincerely,

 

Eileen O'Connor

Radiation Research Trustee
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