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3. European Social Charter of October 18th 1961.

Part  I  The  Contracting  Parties  accept  as  the  aim of  their  policy,  to  be  pursued  by  all
appropriate means, both national and international in character, the attainment of conditions
in which the following rights and principles may be effectively realized:

3. All workers have the right to safe and healthy working conditions.

7. Children and young persons have the right to a special protection against the physical and
moral hazards.

8. Employed women, in case of maternity, and other employed women as appropriate, have
the right to a special protection in their work.

11. Everyone has the right to benefit from any measures enabling him to enjoy the highest
possible standard of health attainable.

Article 7 – The right of children and young persons to protection.

With a view to ensuring the effective exercise of the right of children and young persons to
protection, the Contracting Parties undertake:

10. to ensure special protection against physical and moral dangers to which children and
young persons are exposed, and particularly against those resulting directly or indirectly
from their work.

Article 11 – The right to protection of health 

With  a  view to  ensuring  the  effective  exercise  of  the  right  to  protection  of  health,  the
Contracting  Parties  undertake,  either  directly  or  in  co  operation  with  public  or  private
organizations, to take appropriate measures designed inter alia:

1.  to remove as far as possible the causes of ill health;

2.  to  provide  advisory  and  educational  facilities  for  the  promotion  of  health  and  the
encouragement of individual responsibility in matters of health;

3. to prevent as far as possible epidemic, endemic and other diseases.

https://www.cvce.eu/content/publication/2003/3/7/e71c737f-4afb-41e3-9426-43bbf1cd0f00/
publishable_en.pdf
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4. The right to the highest attainable standard or physical and mental health 

As set out in article 12 of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural 
Rights.

Article 12 provides as follows:

1.  The  States  Parties  to  the  present  Covenant  recognize  the  right  of  everyone  to  the
enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health.

2. The steps to be taken by the States Parties to the present Covenant to achieve the full
realization of this right shall include those necessary for:

(a) The provision for the reduction of the still birth-rate and of infant mortality and for the
healthy development of the child;

(b) The improvement of all aspects of environmental and industrial hygiene;

(c) The prevention,  treatment  and control  of  epidemic,  endemic,  occupational  and other
diseases;

(d)  The  creation  of  conditions  which  would  assure  to  all  medical  service  and  medical
attention in the event of sickness.

 https://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/CESCR.aspx

5. The United Nations Global Strategy for Women’s, Children’s and Adolescents’ 
Health (2016-2030) 

[…] has as objectives and targets to “transform”, by expanding enabling environments; to 
“survive”, by reducing maternal and newborn mortality; and to “thrive” by ensuring health and 
well-being and reducing pollution-related deaths and illnesses.

https://www.who.int/life-course/partners/global-strategy/globalstrategyreport2016-2030-
lowres.pdf
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6 . Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD, 2006).

Preamble:

(a) Recalling  the  principles  proclaimed  in  the  Charter  of  the  United  Nations  which
recognize  the  inherent  dignity  and  worth  and  the  equal  and  inalienable  rights  of  all
members  of  the  human  family  as  the  foundation  of  freedom, justice and peace in the
world,  

(b) Recognizing that the United Nations, in the Universal Declaration of  Human  Rights
and  in  the  International  Covenants  on  Human  Rights,  has  proclaimed and agreed that
everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms set forth therein, without distinction of
any kind,  

(c) Reaffirming  the  universality,  indivisibility,  interdependence  and  interrelatedness of
all human rights and fundamental freedoms and the need for persons  with  disabilities   to
be   guaranteed   their   full   enjoyment   without   discrimination,

(d) Recalling  the  International  Covenant  on  Economic,  Social  and  Cultural  Rights,  the
International  Covenant  on  Civil  and  Political  Rights,  the  International   Convention   on
the   Elimination   of   All   Forms   of   Racial   Discrimination,   the   Convention   on   the
Elimination   of   All   Forms   of   Discrimination  against  Women,  the  Convention
against  Torture  and  Other  Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment ,
the Convention on the Rights  of  the  Child,  and  the  International Convention on the
Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families,

(e) Recognizing   that   disability   is   an   evolving   concept   and   that   disability  results
from   the   interaction   between   persons   with   impairments   and   attitudinal   and
environmental  barriers  that  hinders  their  full  and  effective  participation in society on an
equal basis with others, 

etc.

http://www.un.org/disabilities/documents/convention/convoptprot-e.pdf
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7. The Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with 
Disabilities (1993).

Fundamental concepts in disability policy (Page 6).

17.   The term "disability" summarizes a great number of different functional limitations
occurring  in  any  population  in  any country  of  the  world.   People  may  be  disabled  by
physical,  intellectual or sensory impairment,  medical conditions or mental illness.   Such
impairments, conditions or illnesses maybe permanent or transitory in nature.
18.   The term "handicap" means the loss or limitation of opportunities to take part in the life
of the community on an equal level with others.  It describes the encounter between the
person with a disability and the environment.  The purpose of this term is to emphasize the
focus  on  the  short  comings  in  the  environment  and  in  many  organized  activities  in
society,for  example,  information,  communication  and  education,  which  prevent  persons
with disabilities from participating on equal terms.

19.   The use of the two terms "disability" and "handicap", as defined in paragraphs 17 and
18 above, should be seen in the light of modern disability history.  During the 1970s there
was a strong reaction among representatives of organizations of persons with disabilities
and professionals in the field of disability against the terminology of the time.  The terms
"disability" and"handicap" were often used in an unclear and confusing way, which gave
poor  guidance  for  policy-making  and  for  political  action.  The  terminology  reflected  a
medical and diagnostic approach, which ignored the imperfections and deficiencies of the
surrounding society.

22.   The term "prevention" means action aimed at preventing the occurrence of physical,
intellectual,  psychiatric  or  sensory  impairments  (primary  prevention)  or  at  preventing
impairments  from  causing  a  permanent  functional  limitation  or  disability  (secondary
prevention).  Prevention may include many different types of action, such as primary health
care, prenatal and postnatal care, education in nutrition, immunization campaigns against
communicable diseases, measures to control endemic diseases, safety regulations , programs
for  the  prevention  of  accidents  in  different  environments,  including  adaptation  of
workplaces to prevent occupational disabilities and diseases, and prevention of disability
resulting from pollution of the environment or armed conflict.

… And just about every rule stated thereafter are violated.

http://www.un.org/disabilities/documents/gadocs/standardrules.pdf
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8. The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989).

States shall “undertake to ensure the child such protection and care as is necessary for his or
her well-being” (art. 3), 

States Parties recognize the right of the child to the enjoyment of the highest attainable
standard of health and to facilities for the treatment of illness and rehabilitation of health.
States Parties shall strive to ensure that no child is deprived of his or her right of access to
such health care services (art. 24.1).

States Parties shall pursue full implementation of this right and, in particular,  shall take
appropriate measures (art. 24.2):

(c) To combat disease and malnutrition, including within the framework of primary health
care, through,  inter alia,  the application of readily available technology and through the
provision of adequate nutritious foods and clean drinking-water,  taking into consideration
the dangers and risks of environmental pollution;

https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/crc.aspx

9. Resolution 72 – Measurement concerns related to human exposure to 
electromagnetic fields of the International Telecommunications Union (2012).

It stated that “There is a need to inform the public of the potential effects of exposure to 
electromagnetic fields (EMFs)” and invited Member States “to adopt suitable measures in 
order to ensure compliance with relevant international recommendations to protect health 
against the adverse effect of EMF”. https://www.itu.int/dms_pub/itu-t/opb/res/T-RES-T.72-
2012-PDF-E.pdf
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10. The Mid-term review of the European Environment and Health Action Plan 2004-
2010 (2008):

“The European Parliament notes that the limits on exposure to electromagnetic fields which
have  been  set  for  the  general  public  are  obsolete,  …  obviously  take  no  account  of
developments  in  information  and  communication  technologies,  of  the  recommendations
issued by the European Environment Agency or of the stricter emission standards adopted,
for example,  by Belgium, Italy and Austria,  and do not  address the issue of vulnerable
groups, such as pregnant women, newborn babies and children.”

https://publications.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/2d11e9cb-4797-44be-
a423-a2d9ad94b09a/language-en

11. Resolution 1815 (Council of Europe, 2011).

The potential dangers of electromagnetic fields and their effect on the environment: “Take
all reasonable measures to reduce exposure to electromagnetic fields,  especially to radio
frequencies  from  mobile  phones,  and  particularly  the  exposure  to  children  and  young
people.”
Also worth noting, Part 4: While electrical and electromagnetic fields in certain frequency
bands have wholly beneficial effects which are applied in medicine,  other non-ionising
frequencies,  whether  from  extremely  low  frequencies,  power  lines  or  certain  high
frequency waves used in the fields of radar, telecommunications and mobile telephony,
appear to have more or less potentially harmful,  non-thermal,  biological effects  on
plants, insects and animals as well as the human body, even when exposed to levels that
are below the official threshold values.

http://assembly.coe.int/nw/xml/XRef/Xref-XML2HTML-en.asp?fileid=17994

12. The Declaration of the United Nations Conference on the Human Environment 
(1972):

“The discharge of toxic substances… in such quantities or concentrations as to exceed the
capacity of the environment to render them harmless, must be halted in order to ensure that
serious or irreversible damage is not inflicted upon ecosystems” (principle 6).
http://www.un-documents.net/unchedec.htm
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13. The World Charter for Nature (1982):

“Activities  which  are  likely  to  cause  irreversible  damage  to  nature  shall  be  avoided…
[W]here potential adverse effects are not fully understood, the activities should not proceed”
(art. 11).

http://www.un.org/documents/ga/res/37/a37r007.htm

14. The Rio Declaration on Environment and Development (1992): 

PRINCIPLE 1: Human beings are at the centre of concerns for sustainable development.
They are entitled to a healthy and productive life in harmony with nature.

PRINCIPLE 2: States have, in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations and the
principles of international law,  the  sovereign  right  to  exploit  their  own  resources
pursuant  to  their  own  environmental  and developmental policies, and the responsibility
to ensure that activities within their jurisdiction or control do  not  cause  damage  to
the  environment  of  other  States  or  of  areas  beyond  the  limits  of  national
jurisdiction.

PRINCIPLE 3: The  right  to  development  must  be  fulfilled  so  as  to  equitably  meet
developmental  and environmental needs of present and future generations. 

PRINCIPLE 4: In  order  to  achieve  sustainable  development,  environmental  protection
shall  constitute  an integral part of the development process and cannot be considered in
isolation from it.

http://www.unesco.org/education/pdf/RIO_E.PDF

15. The United Nations World Summit on Sustainable Development (2002):

“There is an urgent need to… create more effective national and regional policy responses
to environmental threats to human health” (para. 54(k)).

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/milesstones/wssd
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16. Revised African Convention on the Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources 
(2017):

“The Parties shall… take all appropriate measures to prevent, mitigate and eliminate to the
maximum  extent  possible,  detrimental  effects  on  the  environment,  in  particular  from
radioactive, toxic, and other hazardous substances and wastes” (art. 13).

https://au.int/sites/default/files/treaties/7782-treaty-0029_-
_revised_african_convention_on_the_conservation_of_nature_and_natural_resources_e.pdf

17. The Outer Space Treaty (1967)

Which requires  that  the  use  of  outer  space  be  conducted  “so  as  to  avoid  [its]  harmful
contamination and also adverse changes in the environment of the Earth”(art. IX).

http://www.unoosa.org/pdf/gares/ARES_21_2222E.pdf

18. The United Nations Guidelines for The Long-Term Sustainability of Outer Space 
Activities (2018):

Address,  to  the  extent  practicable,  risks  to  people,  property,  public  health  and  the
environment associated with the launch,  in-orbit  operation and re-entry of space objects
(Guideline A.2,2 c).

http://www.unoosa.org/res/oosadoc/data/documents/2018/aac_1052018crp/
aac_1052018crp_20_0_html/AC105_2018_CRP20E.pdf
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